YWCA Board President’s Opening Address, Leader Lunch, May 7, 2008
Good afternoon.    On behalf of the Board, I want to thank you for joining us for this celebration.

Today, you are going to hear about extraordinary women who have reached the top of their chosen fields and who have made a real difference in our communities.   They already have many awards to their credit.  But, I’d like to explain why these awards from the YWCA are so very meaningful.  I want you to understand why these women are so special to the YWCA.

125 years ago, the YWCA opened its doors to give struggling women factory and office workers a safe place to eat, gather, learn, and live.  The YWCA was the only option for these women.   They had no vote, few property rights, and little prospect for financial independence.  But the YWCA gave them hope.  We fought for their rightful place in the workplace.  And, over the decades, we gave their daughters and grand-daughters of all races the tools to achieve and succeed.  Their great grand-daughters fill this room today.

Our founders could only dream of a day like this.  A day when business and civic leaders would gather to honor women who have reached the heights of every possible professional endeavor.   Our founders would be so proud.   We are so proud.  

We launched this event 5 years ago to honor the very best of women in leadership.  By telling their stories, we want to illustrate the value women bring to the table.  (That’s the Board room table, not the kitchen table.)  By recognizing women in varied professions, we want to show young women and girls that they too can succeed in any field.   By highlighting their many volunteer activities, we want to show that women leaders transform communities as well as the workplace.  And, frankly, by giving due credit to the employers who embrace diversity and women’s leadership, we want to show the world that equality in the workplace pays visible business dividends.

In short, today’s honorees embody the very core of the YWCA’s ideals.  Every day, they prove that where women lead, companies, communities, and families succeed.   These honorees demonstrate the potential of a diverse society operating on full power in the future -- not the half power of the past.  They motivate us and they inspire us.  We know they will inspire you as well.  Through their example, we are truly Honoring Our History and Celebrating Our Future.
